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The distribution of 
European-born 

German-speakers
 

(based on the 1890 census)



Why people left Germany
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Why people wanted to come to Texas
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Adelsverein & Hill Country

TEXAS GERMAN 
DIALECT PROJECT Dedicated to the Preservation of Texas German



Adelsverein  & Hill Country

Enchanted Rock near Fredericksburg 
by Hermann Lungkwitz (1864)
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Texas German Belt
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Germans in Texas during the Civil War
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Post Civil War Immigration

TEXAS GERMAN 
DIALECT PROJECT Dedicated to the Preservation of Texas German



Post Civil War Immigration
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• 129,610 Germans in Texas
• Third largest group (6.5%)
o Behind “Americans” (most likely white, Anglo-

Americans) (65%) and African- Americans (20%) 
(Foster 2002: xlvi, Jordan 1982: 404)

1887 Census
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La Grange Journal (La Grange, Texas), March 7, 1918
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Continued decline

• ~159,000 Texas German speakers in 1940 
(Kloss 1977, as cited by Schwartzkopff 1987: 78)

• c. 1950s — People stop passing on German 
to their children 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, 
Commander-in-Chief, 
US Pacific Fleet, Japan
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What is Texas German?

“Texas German” is an umbrella term for 
varieties of heritage German that are 
spoken in Texas to this day
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Where they came from 
(1830 – WWI)



Some examples of Texas German
English Standard 

German
Texas German

fence Zaun Fence
door Tür Tier, Dier
squirrel Eichhörnchen Eichkatze
airplane Flugzeug Luftschiff
to move away umziehen wegmoven, fortmoven, ziehen
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Cultural Traditions
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Lindemann store in Industry

Vereinskirche Church in Fredericksburg

Degen's Brewery in San Antonio



Cultural Traditions: Art
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Cultural Traditions: Art
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Cultural Traditions: Art
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Cultural Traditions: Clubs and Societies
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Bleibler Band

Cat Spring Agricultural Society



Cultural Traditions: Clubs and Societies
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Cultural Traditions: Music
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Cultural Traditions: Music
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Cultural Traditions: Music
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Cultural Traditions: Music
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Cultural Echoes: Place names

•Some towns and communities in central Texas 
with German names:

• Luckenbach, Boerne, Fredericksburg, New Braunfels, 
Gruene, New Ulm, Berlin, Schulenburg, Muenster, 
Brenham, Weimar, Nordheim, Freiheit, Westhoff, 
Lindenau, Hochheim, Freyburg, Zuehl, Kreutzberg, 
Niederwald, Uhland, Klein, Shiner, Loebau, Pflugerville
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Cultural Echoes: Place names

• Koenig (König) = King
• "kay-nik" vs. "koh-nig"
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Cultural Echoes: Place names
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Cultural Echoes: "Germanness" 

Auslander Restaurant in Fredericksburg Schlitterbahn Amusement Park in New 
Braunfels

TEXAS GERMAN 
DIALECT PROJECT Dedicated to the Preservation of Texas German



Cultural Echoes: "Germanness" 

New Braunfels Wurstfest
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Cultural Echoes: "Germanness" 
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Types of data collected by the TGDP

• Oral history interviews (in Texas German)
• Translation tasks (based on Eikel 1954, Gilbert 1972, and Guion 1996)

• Biographical questionnaires 
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tgdp.org/dialect-archive/
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tgdp.org/dialect-archive/
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